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NORTH FREMANTLE BAIL HOSTEL 

155. Ms M.M. QUIRK to the Attorney General: 

Can the Attorney General advise the House of how the Department of Justice’s former North Fremantle bail 
hostel is now being used? 

Mr J.A. McGINTY replied: 

I thank the member for her interest in this matter.  Following an approach from a great Western Australian 
football legend, Mr Percy Johnson, I have facilitated the old North Fremantle bail hostel, which is located on 
Stirling Highway in North Fremantle, being leased by the Department of Justice to the Clontarf Aboriginal 
College as a student accommodation facility for 12 months with an option to renew.  The former bail hostel is 
heritage listed and has a capacity for 32 beds.  As part of the agreement allowing use of the building, two beds 
are reserved for use by young Aboriginal boys exiting detention who will be attending the college.  Today 26 
students are at the college, including one former inmate of the Banksia Hill Detention Centre. 

Clontarf Aboriginal College is an educational community operated by the Christian Brothers, which is primarily 
to assist young Aboriginal Australians to access opportunities for spiritual, educational, cultural and social 
renewal that will enhance their future lives.  Students enrolled in the college are also eligible to participate in the 
Clontarf Football Club academy, which is run by Gerard Neesham.  Various other sports and recreational and 
cultural activities are also available.  The students are not allowed away from the school or the hostel between 
Monday morning and Friday afternoon.  Staff are prepared to assist students on justice orders to attend mandated 
appointments, such as reporting to their juvenile justice officer, but such appointments need to be kept to a 
minimum and be located as close as possible to the college and, generally speaking, be conducted through the 
Victoria Park community justice service.  Supervised activities and outings are provided on the weekends, such 
as watching football matches, bushwalks, camps, seeing a film or attending cultural events.  Students breaching 
college or hostel rules, such as by smoking or consuming alcohol, are dealt with by a loss of privileges, such as 
grounding, or if serious, or repeated, by suspension for an initial period of usually a week.  During this time they 
must stay away from the college.  Two placements so far have been made from the Banksia Hill Detention 
Centre this year, and a third is planned for term one of next year. 

This is about encouraging young Aboriginal kids to remain at school and not drop out of the education system.  
By studying, working and living together, it is expected that these young Aboriginal boys will have greater self-
esteem and self-worth as a result of having goals for achieving them.  The boys are rarely in trouble with the law.  
A very healthy lifestyle is encouraged, particularly exercise, diet, nutrition, non-smoking and non-drinking.  
Although there is considerable emphasis upon the football academy at Clontarf Aboriginal College, the broader 
objective is to provide these Aboriginal boys with the skill and motivation to go on to further study and enter the 
work force. 

Mr M.F. Board:  Are you going to give some credit to the previous Government? 

Mr J.A. McGINTY:  I will give a bit of credit to the Opposition perhaps a bit later. 

The old bail facility often used to prepare adults for imprisonment.  Today that role is fortunately reversed.  Its 
new purpose is to prepare and support young Aboriginal boys for a successful contribution to the community, 
whether through sport, study or work, a purpose which should have the wholehearted support of this House. 
 


